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MDCCXLVI. 


Intentions, Articles, and 
Order, Sc. 


1. H E intention or end of our joining to- 
gether in church-fellowſhip, is, that we 
may manifeſt (a) our love and unity. That 
we may eſtabliſh. (5 and edify one another, in 
our moſt holy faith.—That we may be (c) a pillar 
and ground of truth, ſtriving together for the faith of 
the goſpel. — That we may be (4) uſeful to others. — 
That we may have an opportunity of (e) obſerving all 
thoſe things our Saviour has commanded us. That we 
may have /) x watchful care over one another; and 
have an opportunity of making that holy ſeparation, 
mention'd 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, and (g) 
withdrawing - ourſelves from every brother that 47 2 
2. If we have an . we would preach the 
goſpel where it has not preach'd, and when ſouls 
are gather'd to Chriſt, would gather them by mutual 
| ent into () church order and fellowſhip, ac- 
cording to the goſpel, and then commend them to the 
Lord, on whom they believe. | 6 | 
3. We would alſo hold (7) communion with other 
churches (whether thoſe we may be inſtrumental in 
planting, or others) for mutual fellowſhip and uſeful- 


(a) Fohn xvii. 21. (b) 1 , v. 11. Jude xx. 
(c) 1 Tim. iii. 15. Phil. i. 27. (d) Gal. v. 13. vi. 10. 
le) Mat. xxviii. 20% (f) Theff. v. 14. Rom. xv. 14. 
(g) 2 Thefa iii. 6. (h) Acts xiv. 23. (i Ad, xv. 2 Cor. 


viii. 14. 
| A | neſs, 


| 
| 
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(iv) 

neſs, and in this way Auting, ſupplying, exhorting, 
c. in love, manifeſt our union with the whole body 
of Chriſt on earth; but as we are ſure (4) no church 
has any authority over us from Jeſus Chrift, ſo neither 
are we tolerated to take authority over any other 
church or churches. & Neither are we inquiſitive af- 
ter that plan of government which relates to more con- 
gregations than one, it being entirely unſcriptural ; and 
as to congregational government, we have a ſufficient 
ſupply of inſtruction in ſcripture, and find that ſuch 
ſingle congregations, ſo govern'd, and union betwixt 
ſuch congregations, ſo maintain'd, are ſufficient to 
anſwer all the ends of a church of Chriſt on earth. 


Articles agreed on by the CHR R. 


HAT the word of God, according to its 
plain and obvious ſenſe, ſhall be the ſtandard 


a 6a faith, Mes and diſcipline, 2 Tim. iii. 15, 
16, 17. 


2. That we will be content to K ek expreſſions 
e 


which are not the plain words of Holy Ghoſt, 
2 Tim. Iii. 17. 

3. That no one ſhall be maſter, or lord over the 
reſt, Met. xxiii. 10. 1 Pet. v. 

J. That every thing bent by mutual conſent, 
As xv. 1,.&C, 1 Cor. v. 

5. That the whole body ſhall appoint each member 
his proper place, or rather ſhall place them in that 
ftation for which the Holy Ghoſt "ſeems to have ap- 
pointed and fitted them, As i. 15. 21, 27. 4&s vi. 
I, 2, 3, 4, To D.. 1 | 

6. That the ſcriptures ſceming 58 8 oppoſe one ano- 
ther in the points of particular 2 and — 
redeniption, ſhall at no time be expounded in VN 
to one another, but ſhall be left, 1 by the 
Holy Ghoſt, 2 Jin. ui. 15. 

7. That! in hole things wired we have not the 


65 Matt. xx. 28 26, 27. Luke xxii. 25. 26. 
2 Cor. xii. 13. Rew. i. 4. Chap. ii. Chap. iii. 


K expreſs 


4. 


expreſs word “ of God to direct us, we will leave each 1 


brother to liberty of conſcience, apprehending that this 
and the preceding rule, is a method of preventing uſe- 
leſs contentions, and of leaving every one to be taught 
of God, and r g a catholick ſpirit, and 
and unity in church, Rom. xiv. 5. 


Of the Order and Rule of the CyuURcn. 


I. HE rule of the church is committed into 

| the hands of elders, who in the ſcripture 
are alſo call'd + biſhops, or overſeers of the church, 
they are choſen by the church to their office ; and they 
uy _ to determine every thing by approbation of the 

u 

II. Of theſe elders, or biſhops, there are (a) two 
ſorts, ſome that rule only, others that alſo labour in 
the word and doctrine; of theſe we have alſo two 
ſorts, the one (h) a paſtor, who feeds the flock, tak- 
ing the overſight of the whole, adminiſtring the ordi- 
nances, &c. the 3 (c) teachers, that wait on 
teaching as they have opportunity. 


* The Holy Ghoſt hath nat ſeen it neceſſary, that 
every minute circumſtance ſhould be given in expreſs 
words, for it is the mind and will of Chriſt, diſcover'd 
by the ſcriptures, that immediately affets the minds of 
believers unto obedience, whether diſcover'd by expreſs 
words, or by juſt conſequence of what is ſo expreſi'd. 
> See Obſerv. concerning the church, p. 14. from /. 1. 

f The word ii, tranſlated Biſhops, Phil. 1. 1. 


1 Tim. iti. 1, 2. Tit. i. 7. zs tranſlated Overſeers, © 


Acts xx. 28. and ſignifies the teaching and ruling Elders, 
of which there were many in every ſingle congregation, 
as appears by the above mention'd ſcriptures, compare 
Acts xx. 17. <vith v. 28. and Titus i. 5. withw. 7, 
(FP Other fort of Biſhops the Hely 1. makes 29 men- 


tion of. 


(a) 1 Tim. v. 17. (b) 1 Pet. v. \s 2. Rev. ii. * 


c. {c) Rom. xii. 7. 
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III. The employment of the elders that rule, b, 


concerning thoſe who deſire to belon and re- 
commend them to the church's appr | 
2. To confider of things, that from time to time 
are for the order and well-being of the church, and to 
bring them before the church to be confider'd and 
approv d. | 

17 To watch over the flock, that they walk agree- 
ably to the exhortations wrote to the churches by the 
apoſtles, and in other parts of ſeriptute, relating to the 
new-teſtament church, and where there is any diſorder- 
ly walking contrary thereto, to endeavour to remedy 
it, and if that will not do, to lay it before the chareh, 
that they may ſuſpend or exclude, as ſhall appear ne- 
z 4 a 
4. We have alſo (4) deacons, whoſe bufineſs is 
to take care of all the outward matters of the church, 
in every reſpect. 14 

5. We have alſo ſe) elder-women, or eldreſſes, 
or (/) deaconeſſes, who act among the fiſters, as el- 
ders and deacons among the brethren. 

6. Beſides meeting together for hearing the wotd, 
and adminiſtration of the ſacraments, we have (gz) 
fellowſhip-meetings of married men, ſingle men, mar- 
ried women, and ſingle women, to converſe toge- 
ther concerning 750 Chrift; in which we admit alſo 
thoſe who do not belong to the church, but have ſig- 
nified their defire ( to have fellowſhip with us, and 
whom we alſo approve of. — We have alſo meetings 
for (1) finging, and (4) reading the ſcriptures, in 
which meetings ſuitable exhortations may be given, as 


there is occaſion. 


1. To enquire into, and be thoroughly fatisfied 
to us, 


— — = (d) 1 Tin. iti. 8. (e) Rom. xvi. 

, Iz, Phil, 4. 3. As xxi. q. 1 Cor. xi 5. (f) Rom. 
Xvi. 1. where the Greek word, tranſlated ſervant, is 
Aixxovor, Or dvaconeſs. (s) I Toh i. 7. Mal. iii. 16. 
(h) Which deſire they may ſignify, at any time, to any 


f of the preachers. (i) Eph. v. 19. (k) John v. 39. 


7. When 


1 9k When any 1 or "ter TOES — " 
to belong to the church, that we apprehend to bs 
ſound in the faith, we do not xcjet them, or put tus 
2 any other reaſon than We would caſt out or 
ſuſpend a member that is among us, and with reſpect 
N 5 we may fee in their be- 

we would exhort, reprove, and in all re- 
pech deal with them as we would with any other 
Ng of the church, till the time is convenient to 
take them in, 

8. We recommend ſtrictly to every member, the 
conſideration and practice of 1 Cor. xii, from the 14th, 
to the 27th verſes 

. Every member has the ſame liberty, without 
ifference, to propoſe any thing to be conſider d for 
the good of the whole; and if any one apprehends 
any thing wrong in the church, they may either 
mention it before the church, or communicate it 
ta the elders, that if it is of conſequence, it may 
be made known to the church, and redreſs d ; 
—— and in caſe of offence between any of the 
members, we would recommend our Saviour's rule; 
Matt. xviti, 15, 16, 17, and whoever acts in ſuch 
caſes in a contrary manner to this, we look upon to 
be tattlers and buſy-bodies, 1 Tim. v. 13. diſturbing 
the peace of the church, 

10. We recommend, that in every family there be 
reading of the ſcriptures, and prayer every day ; and 
alſo by every ſingle member. 

11. We reckon it belongs t to the church to take care 
that the members be not “ wnequally yoked, 2 Cor, 
vi. 14. In chis caſe we „ ink jt rig he for the 
church to chuſe huſbands and wives, — when a 
brother has thoughts concerning a woman to make 


* This ſcripture, tho it may refer to a godly ſepara- 
ting ourſelwes in church-fellowſhip from eee, 
yet 1 alſo ftrongly infers this, that if it is right for us 
to ſeparate in church-fellowyhip from the reſt of the 
world, it is alſo as certainly right to avoid ſuch union 


as marriage with theſe who believe not, hl 1 
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| (vin 
her his wife, before he makes it known to her, we 


tecommend this, that he make known his mind to one 
or more of the elders concerning it 9 
Alſo when a ſiſter has had a propoſal to her, Which 


ſhe approves of, that ſhe communicate it to an eldreſs, 
by which proceeding, we apprehend many idle and di- 
ſtracting thoughts concerning theſe things, and fooliſh 


behaviour, unbecoming chriſtians, may be prevented. 


And, alſo, the brethren, or ſiſters, have an oppor- 
tunity of being advis'd for their good, that if the elder 
or eldreſs conceive it wrong, they may have an oppor- 
tunity of — them. If they conceive it right, 
they may be advis'd, and aſſiſted therein, and all things 
finally be done by the approbation of the whole church. 

12. Alſo we think it right, that thoſe who are a- 
bont to make any conſiderable alteration in their out- 
ward affairs, or borrow or lend any conſiderable ſum 
of money, or are in any dilemma or extremity, ſhould 
adviſe with the deacons, whoſe buſineſs is to enquire 
into, and aſſiſt in thoſe matters. 


For more particular information in our church-mat- 
ters, wwe refer the reader to the Obſervations con- 
cerning the church of CHriſt. 
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her his wife, before he makes it known to her, We 
1 tecommend tis, that he make known his mind to one 
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or more of the elders concerning it 3 


Alſo when a ſiſter has had a propoſal to her, e 5. 


Me approves of, that ſhe communicate it to an eldreſs, 
by which proceeding, we apprehend many idle and di- 
ſtracting thoughts concerning theſe things, and fooliſh 
behaviour, unbecoming chriſtians, may be prevented. 
And, alſo, the brethren, or ſiſters, have an oppor- 
tunity of being advis d for their good, that if the elder 
or eldreſs caneeive it wrong, they may have an oppor- 
tunity of diſſuading them. If they conceive it right, 
they may be advis d, and aſſiſted therein, and all things 
finally be done by the approbation of the whole church. 

12. Alſo we think it right, that thoſe who are a- 
bont to make any conſiderable alteration in their out- 
ward affairs, or borrow or lend any conſiderable ſum 
of money, or are in any dilemma or extremity, ſhould 
adviſe with the deacons, whoſe buſineſs is to enquire 
into, and aſſiſt in thoſe matters. 


For more particular information in our church-mat- 


ters, ave refer the reader to the Obſervations con- 
cerning the church of Chi. 
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